
 

                                                                                                                           

The National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain and 
Classic FM announce partnership 

  
The National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain (NYO) and Classic FM today announce that NYO is to 
become Classic FM’s Orchestra of Teenagers. 
 
The partnership with Classic FM, the UK’s biggest classical music station with more than 5.5 million 
listeners each week, underlines NYO’s vital role in national cultural life and will enable a wider 
audience than ever to engage with its work.  
  
NYO and Classic FM will work together to inspire a new generation of young concert goers and a 
major focus of the partnership is a £5 ticket scheme for under 25s. Classic FM will promote the offer 
to its listeners, encouraging more young people to experience NYO’s acclaimed performances. 
Through special programmes during the year, Classic FM will also showcase the work of NYO, using 
its impressive roster of alumni. 
  
Classic FM has already supported NYO in recruiting the 2015/2016 musicians by promoting its 
nationwide auditions on-air. This resulted in just under 800 applications from outstanding young 
players, all Grade 8+. The partnership follows the 2015 launch of NYO Inspire, an initiative aimed at 
giving teenagers of all backgrounds experiences of orchestral music both as musicians and audience 
members. This was the biggest expansion in NYO’s 67-year history, and in its first year alone reached 
1556 young musicians. 
  
Classic FM has seen a considerable increase in the number of listeners under 25 years of age in the 
last five years. Not only that, it is also the most socially engaged commercial radio station in the UK 
on Facebook. The brand has more than 170,000 direct engagements each month and 273,000 likes. 
  
NYO is at the pinnacle of youth orchestras worldwide. Uniquely, it is comprised entirely of teenagers 
and is renowned for its brilliant, high-adrenaline and fresh orchestral performances. It is also known 
for its profound influence on classical music, with high-profile alumni such as Sir Simon Rattle, Alison 
Balsom and Judith Weir, and ex-NYO members in many leading orchestras and ensembles around 
the world.  
 
Sarah Alexander, Chief Executive of NYO, says: 
“We are on a mission to be a driving force in engaging teenagers in classical music. With Classic FM, 
we hope to further open the classical door to a whole new generation of listeners and bring the 
totally brilliant performances of our outstanding musicians to even wider audiences.” 
  
Sam Jackson, Managing Editor, Classic FM, says: 
“We’ve recently seen a really significant increase in younger listeners to Classic FM: official figures 
now show that more than 440,000 under-25s now tune in every week.  At Classic FM, we’re 
passionate about introducing classical music to everyone – and when it comes to inspiring the next 



 

generation of listeners and concertgoers, there are no better ambassadors than these wonderful 
musicians.”    
 
The first outing for the 2015/2016 orchestra is its winter residency, culminating in concerts in Leeds 
(2 January) and London (3 January) for concerts of Korngold Violin Concerto, Prokofiev Symphony 
No. 5 and Tchaikovsky Hamlet Fantasy Overture with Nicholas Collon and soloist Tai Murray.  
  
Further season highlights include concerts in April with Kristjan Järvi and Chad Hoopes for Michael 
Daugherty’s Fire and Blood and Stravinsky’s The Firebird (8 April – London, 9 April – Liverpool and 10 
April – Manchester). Its summer concerts, conducted by Edward Gardner in Birmingham, Aldeburgh 
and London, are of Holst’s The Planets and Strauss’ Also Sprach Zarathustra. 
  
  

‘Here was an orchestra hungry to be heard, and it devoured this music with a voracity that was 
impossible to resist’ 

The Times 
  

‘NYO were just the thing to beat the New Year blues’ 
The Observer 

  
‘Not only one of the youngest youth orchestras in the world…the National Youth Orchestra of Great 

Britain is also one of the most ambitious’ 
The Daily Telegraph 

  
‘Precision, adrenaline-fuelled drive, and, most intoxicating of all, an unrestrained joy in the act of 

making music’ 
Financial Times 

  
  
For more information and tickets, please visit: http://www.nyo.org.uk/2016  
  
For further press information please contact: 
Victoria Bevan at Albion Media / Victoria@albion-media.com / 020 3077 4947 
Annalie Schutz at Albion Media / Annalie@albion-media.com / 020 3077 4943 
  
  
BIOGRAPHIES 
  
National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain 
NYO is at the pinnacle of youth orchestras worldwide. Uniquely among such orchestras, it is comprised entirely 
of teenagers. No other orchestra in the world achieves such brilliance in performance with such young 
musicians. Founded in 1948 in the belief that the UK's teenage musicians are capable of achieving the highest 
standards in performance, its influence has been profound. From the LSO to the Berlin Philharmonic to 
Carnegie Hall, anywhere in the world that classical music is played to the highest standards, ex-NYO members 
are to be found. This extraordinary track record of achievement was acknowledged with the award of The 
Queen’s Medal for Music 2012.   
  
Drawing its 165 musicians from every background and every part of the UK, NYO comes together three times a 
year to rehearse. During NYO Residencies our musicians engage in an innovative, immersive process of 
preparation alongside leading conductors, tutors, and soloists. Each Residency culminates in a high-profile 
concert tour, including an annual televised BBC Prom.  
  
The NYO has recently begun work on two new strands of activity to increase the reach and impact of its work, 
strengthening its vital role in national cultural life and enabling many more teenagers to experience the 
transformative force of orchestral music. NYO Inspire aims to harness the power of peer inspiration through a 
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programme of workshops and events where musicians of the NYO can share their skills with other talented 
and committed young musicians around the UK who lack opportunities to advance their skills. Reaching out 
further, NYO Open seeks to share NYO skills, expertise and resources as widely as possible through residencies, 
partnerships and the NYO website. 
  
  
Classic FM 
Classic FM offers a wide variety of programmes, hosted by a range of broadcasters and musicians including 
John Suchet, Alan Titchmarsh, Aled Jones, Myleene Klass, Alexander Armstrong, Alex James, Margherita Taylor, 
Nicholas Owen, Charlotte Green and Anne-Marie Minhall. Classic FM has a weekly reach of 5.5m across the 
UK. Since its launch in 1992, Classic FM has aimed to break down the barriers to classical music and in so doing, 
introduce an entirely new audience to the genre. The station constantly looks to grow its listener base through 

ground-breaking new audience initiatives and partnerships. Source: RAJAR / Ipsos-MORI / RSMB, period ending 

20 September 2015.  

 
 

                                                                                       
 
 


